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Sunday Worship 
9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Fellowship   
10:30  a.m. 

First Lutheran Church,  
Newton IA 

Saturday Worship 
5:30 p.m. 

Living the Body of Christ 

 Visioning the Future of First                  by Kip Peters 
 

Paul said, “For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ… Now you are the body of Christ and individually 
members of it.” (1 Corinthians 12: 12, 27) 
  

Through the course of Paul’s letters, it is clear to me that what’s at stake in the communities he 
writes to (except Philippi, of course) is the relationships of the community members to one another. 
Faithfulness is not enough – the people must gather around their faith and live together in a stronger 
sense of community. Paul believes that living a life for the sake of others is at the very center of 
what it means to be a faithful believer. 
  

Over the past few weeks, Pastor Zach and I have had the privilege to hear from 37 members of the 
congregation. These have been amazing conversations, and a clear theme emerged – that we, as a 
congregation, are not one body. We are individuals, and in some cases, small groups. But not one 
body committed to our relationships with one another. We are not a single community, focused on 
the life and well-being of that community. We are not Living the Body of Christ. 
  

Through the introduction of a new vision, “Living the Body of Christ,” we set the stage for the future 
of our congregation. Simply through acknowledgement, we have met the first challenge. This is an 
exciting time – it is rare to have the opportunity to reinvent something, but through our acknowledge-
ment we have created the opportunity to make First Lutheran the great congregation it once was. 
We have everything and everyone we need to begin the journey. With our friends and with God as 
our co-pilot, how can we go wrong? 
  

We are in the process of putting together four task forces. These task forces are intended to serve 
for a short period of time and make short-term, immediate recommendations to improve our relation-
ships with one another, to improve our sense of community… to Live the Body of Christ. These task 
forces are the following: 
  

·      Worship 

·      Family & Education 

·      Fellowship & Service 

·      Facilities 

We need volunteers and a chairperson for each task force. Several have volunteered already. If you 
would like to join us, please contact the church office. If you have questions, please let me know. 
  

Peace, 
  

Kip Peters 
Kip.peters@gmail.com 

515-710-2584 

mailto:Kip.peters@gmail.com
tel:515-710-2584
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The Food Pantry would like us to emphasize 

a specific item each month. Remember, you 

may bring any item you wish, but spreading 

this among the contributing congregations 

keeps a steady supply of their most basic 

needs coming each month. For the month 

of June, macaroni & cheese, tuna helper, 

hamburger helper; have been requested. There is a basket 

in the narthex for all food pantry items. 

 

Thank you for being so generous.  

Pastor’s Office Hours 

 

Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday 

9:00-Noon 

or by appointment 

Chancel Flowers 
 

June 7— Orsund 

June 14— Hayden 

June 21— Lammey 

June 28— Cummins 

Fellowship 
 

June 7— 

June 14— 

June 21— 

June 28—  

 

Please sign up to provide flowers and fellowship. 

6/11 Corinne Coyle 

6/13 Chase Eggers 

6/14 Neal Hayden 

6/17 Donald Monroe 

6/19 Eric Karsten 

6/21 Judy Swenson 

6/26 Malaney Burton 

 Anna Coyle 

 Tyler Kubik 

6/27 Amy Jolivette 

 Kurt VanDam 

6/30 John Robson 

6/1 Krista Baumgartner 

6/2 Audrey Lucas  

 Hailey Sumpter 

6/4 Bruce Coyle 

 Ashley Reick 

6/5 Dotty Mittelstadt 

 Steve Wright 

6/7 Frances Lucas 

6/9 Nicole Lampe 

6/10 Robert Floss 

 Henry Obersteller 

 Sarah Patterson 



Wednesday Night Community Dinners:   

THANK YOU to the people that helped with our May 

Wednesday Night Community Dinners! Our next dinner is 

scheduled on June 24th at the McCann Center. Please watch 

for the sign up sheets in the narthex and join us to continue 

this very important community service.  

Will You Help Usher at Church? 

 Ushers help the church service run smoothly and 

on time, so having a full staff of ushers on a regular 

basis is a quietly important aspect of our service. 

Would you be able to help one Sunday a month? 

Please contact the office. If you can help occasionally, 

please talk with one of the ushers when you come in to 

church to offer your assistance. 

Or Run the Slideshow? 

If you would like to help 

run the slideshows for   

announcements and      

service by advancing the 

screens in time with the 

service, please contact the 

church office. 

Dear First Lutheran Family, 
 

I extend thanks to you on behalf of the Newton O.P.E.N. sister city board.  Your 

generosity during the April Choices in Mission efforts brought in $1336 including 

the matching funds.  These funds will be used along with others raised in the   

community to send needed medical supplies to the hospital in Smila, Ukraine. We 

are searching for the best use of our funds at this time and hope to ship soon.  The 

people of our sister city will be grateful.   
 

 Thanks, 

 Jane Johnson 

Thank you for all the support and good sportsmanship 

shown at our very first Pie in the Face day at First    

Lutheran.  

We raised an additional $425 for the youth that are    

going to the ELCA National Youth Gathering in Detroit 

next month!  

Please check the First Lutheran Facebook page for a 

video of Pastor Zach getting the first Pie in the Face of 

the day! 



Vacation Bible School 
VBS 2015 - Everest  

"Conquering Challenges with 
God’s Mighty Power" 

 
We will learn the many mighty powers 
that God has to share with all of us 
when we go on this Everest adventure 
together.  Join us June 15-19 from 
9AM to 12 noon for our many VBS  
activities!  The stations you will partici-
pate in are: Base Camp Sing and Play 
and Summit Celebration, Imagination 
Station, Glacier Games, Bible Expedi-
tions, Mountaintop Treats and more!  We will be starting and ending at First Lutheran 
church each day, but Kdg-6th grade will also travel to stations at First Presbyterian 
and United Presbyterian churches. Preschoolers will remain at First Lutheran the    
entire day and rotate stations within their classroom, though will join bigger kids for 
Base Camp Sing and Play, Summit Celebration and Mountaintop Treats time.  Please 
consider joining us for all or part of the days of VBS this year.  
 
Who do we need?  KIDS:  PreK to 6th grade, VOLUNTEERS: middle school and 
high school kids and adults to help lead stations and/or travel with groups of kids     
between stations.   
What do we need?  Snack supplies, decorating supplies, hands on help.  Watch the 
bulletin and check the narthex for more details of specific snack and decorating 
needs.   
VBS is always a highlight of the Summer for kids and adults that participate.  Please 
be involved if you can and bring a friend or two or three!!  All are welcome!  Please 
contact Robyn Friedman:  robynpt@iowatelecom.net or 641-840-2215 if you have 
questions or want to volunteer for part or all of the week. 

 HOPE:  Relay for Life 
 

Thanks for your support of our annual American Cancer Society 

Jasper County Relay for Life, with your donations and purchase 

luminaries in honor of  survivors or in memory of loved ones who 

lost the battle against cancer.  The event takes place at the stadium 

on Friday, June 5th from 6 to 11 p.m.  Come on out and join us for 

a memorable way to help stay well, help get well, help find a cure 

and help fight back through advocacy.   
  

 Dot Logan  



 

SELMA 
is coming to Newton 

on Saturday, June 20th 
at 9:00 a.m. 

at the Capital II Theatre. 
 
 
 

Followed by a time of discussion. 
 
 

This free movie showing 
is brought to you 

courtesy of Newton 
area churches. 

Old Testament Prophets for Today 
 

 Have you wondered what the prophets from ancient times would have 
said about our modern world?  Walter Brueggemann, a noted Old Testa-
ment scholar, has a video discussion of this very topic which the Monday       
evening group will view and discuss.  Join them at 5pm on Monday    
evenings beginning June 8 to see how their words connect to today's 
issues.  
 
 Study’s last an hour and are held in the Fellowship Hall. 

Try Something New this Summer 
 
When the summer splits our worship services into smaller groups, it’s a great time to 
try something new!  
 
Would you be willing to try:  Greeting,  Ushering,   Reading,   Slideshow, 
 Fellowship,   Bible Study,   Quilting,   helping VBS,    
 
 or finding out about what any of the groups at church do? Call the church office 
and we will give you information and help you get started, 792-3934. 



 

Prayer 

Corner 

Please pray for all of our families, friends and church family. Pray for all 

fathers and those in father roles. Pray for God’s blessing as we reach out to 

the hearts of children in our community during VBS. Pray for the safety of 

all in our community during the summer months of looser schedules and 

wider roaming. May we all find joy and memory filled moments while 

connecting and building relationships in our families and communities. 

Please continue to pray for our congregation, our leaders, our community 

and our world.  

VBSVBS  
REGISTRATION FORM 
June 15-19, 2015 
9:00am-12 noon 

 

Name___________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________ 

City ________________ State ___________  

Home Phone _________________________ 

Cell Phone ______________________________________ 

Email___________________________________________ 

Age ____________ Birth Date ______________________ 

School Grade in coming year  __________  

Parents’/Guardians’ Names   _______________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact Name__________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Home Phone___________________ 

Cell Phone_____________________ 

Relationship to Child______________________________ 

Who will be picking up your child from VBS? 

________________________________________________ 

Relationship to Child______________________________ 

Allergies or other medical conditions________________ 

 

  

Summer Services  
Saturday service will be added at 

5:30pm for June, July and August 

starting June 6th and running until 

August 29th. This shorter service 

will be held in the Fellowship hall. 

Please join us as your schedule  

allows.  


