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First Lutheran Church, 
Newton IA 

 First Epistle 

Sunday Worship 
9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Fellowship  
10:30  a.m. 

Sacred Days: Following Jesus through the Christian Year. 
 

 This is the title of the book we are reading this summer as well as what I am calling our sum-
mer worship series as we walk through the Christian Year and examine how we follow Jesus. 
 

 As an avid Star Trek fan, I often find various quotes and scenes from the franchise running 
through my head. Looking at the title for the ongoing book study and worship series for the summer, 
I find myself remembering a scene in Star Trek: The Next Generation. Wesley Crusher (played by 
Wil Wheaton) is dealing with an existential crisis. He doesn’t know whether he wants to stay in Star-
fleet or follow another path; his future is uncertain. While internally wrestling with this decision, he 
finds himself on a planet with a colony of American Indians who have finally found respite from cen-
turies of being chased from their homeland. One of the elders of that colony—Lakanta—sees some-
thing in Wesley. As they talk he asks, “What’s sacred to you, Wesley?” Wesley fumbles around for 
an answer; he doesn’t know quite how to respond. Finally, he admits that while he has a lot of re-
spect for things, he doesn’t really consider anything sacred. 
 

 It is a question worth asking: What is sacred to you? 
 

 Too often we find ourselves, like Wesley, uncertain what to do with this question,  
as if we’ve never actually given it any thought, as if somehow ‘sacred’ is something for  
other people or other things. When the question is turned back on Lakanta, he responds to Wesley, 
“Everything is sacred to us.” When God created the cosmos, God declared every piece of it good. 
Creation is sacred. You are sacred. I am sacred. Our lives together and our relationships are sacred. 
Too often we forget this simple reality. We know the inner workings of our relationships and our-
selves and we do not feel sacred. We feel broken, plain, ordinary, normal. We do not see the mun-
dane and see holiness. We do not see our faces in the mirror and see a person set apart for some-
thing special. And yet, when God looks at the cosmos, when God looks at you, God sees something 
precious, valuable, sacred. This is, in part, what Jesus’ ministry was all about—helping us to see the 
sacred presence of God in all things and people. 
 

 This is why we follow the Christian year. Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, 
Easter, Pentecost, Holy Trinity, Ordinary Time, and Reign of Christ. We walk through the year cele-
brating different moments in Christ’s life and in parallel different moments of our own lives. Through 
it all, we see that Jesus’ entire life is sacred, it has been set apart and made holy for the sake of 
showing us—his followers and the entire creation—that that holiness, that sacredness has come to 
walk with us, to be part of us, to never abandon us, to even transform our very being into beacons of 
that sacred light of Christ. 
 
 In us shines the sacred light of our Savior. Regardless of what we are doing and where we 
are, Christ’s light shines upon us and within us. And this light bestows upon us the beloved and di-
vine quality of sacred. Creation is sacred. You are sacred. I am sacred. Our lives together and our  
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Chancel Flowers 
 

 

June 5— 

June 12— no service 

June 19— 

June 26— 

Fellowship 
 

 

June 5— Potluck 

June 12— no service 

June 19— 

June 26— 

Please sign up to provide flowers and fellowship. 

 The Food Pantry would like us to      
emphasize a specific item each month. 
Remember, you may bring any item 
you wish, but spreading this among the 
contributing congregations keeps a 
steady supply of their most basic needs 
coming each month. For the month of      
June, macaroni & cheese, tuna 

helper, hamburger helper  have been requested. 
There is a basket in the narthex for all food pantry items. 

 

Thank you for being so generous.  

First Lutheran Church is renewing  
the Lutheran Church Potluck tradition!   

 

 Every First Sunday of the month, First Lutheran will 
be hosting a pot luck following worship service.  If you're 
able, please bring a hot and/or cold dish to share, as well 
as your own table service.  If you're unable, please join 
us anyway!  Normally, water, coffee and lemonade will be 
provided.   
 

We hope to see you there!  Jello salad here we come! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please remember, if you are having trouble hearing: 
Listening devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

 Mark your calendars! Summer Saturday Evening 
Worship will start on June 4th and go through August 
20th at 5:30pm.  The exception will be no service on 
June 11th to allow and encourage everyone to take 
part in the Community Worship during Newton Fest 
at Maytag Bowl on Sunday June 12th.  



Wednesday Night Community Dinners:   

THANK YOU to the people that helped with our  Wednesday 

Night Community Dinner this past month! Our next dinner is on 

June 22nd at the McCann Center.  Please join us again to 

continue this very important community service. Come help    

Jesus feed the hungry.  

6/10 Bob Floss 
 Henry Obersteller 
 Sarah Patterson 
6/11 Corinne Coyle 
6/14 Neal Hayden 
6/17 Don Monroe 
6/19 Eric Karsten 
6/21 Judy Swenson 
6/26 Anna Coyle 
6/27 Amy Jolivette 
 Kurt VanDam 

6/1 Krista Baumgartner 
6/2 Audrey Lucas 
 Hailey Sumpter 
6/4 Bruce Coyle 
 Ashley Reick 
6/5 Dottie Mittelstadt 
 Steve Wright 
6/7 Frances Lucas 
6/9 Nicole Lampe 
 

Continued from page 1   

 Thank you to everyone who helped deliver Meals on 
Wheels during our weekends in May.  
 Charles & Elaine Elliott 
 Dot Logan and Jack Kramer 
 Rachel & Don Monroe 
 Bob & Sarah Sandquist 

 A big thank you to everyone who donated and helped 
make the Relay for Life Cancer Walk such a success as our 
May Choices in Mission. I hope all who can, will join us at the 
stadium this month. Our donations totaled $870 and will be 
matched for a total of $1740 that goes for cancer research 
and treatment.  
 Dot Logan for the Relay Rockers 

 
 
relationships are sacred. Maybe we need to step back and examine our surroundings and see the 
beautiful quality of God’s presence around us. Maybe we need to take a breath and simply remem-
ber and accept that God has made us sacred. And with that divine bestowal, we share God’s com-
passion and love with all the world. 
 
Peace be to you who are sacred, 
Pastor Zach 



  The Japer County American Cancer Society Relay for Life. The Japer County American Cancer Society Relay for Life.   

  Saturday, June 4, 3pm to 11pm. at the stadium Saturday, June 4, 3pm to 11pm. at the stadium   
 

Everyone is welcome to come out to the 
stadium on June 4th to celebrate HOPE 
AND SURVIVAL and to remember lost 
loved ones. You may join in the activi-
ties or sit and watch the fun.  
 
Thank you for all your support through 
the May Choices in Mission project! 
 
Dot Logan  

Team: The Relay Rockers  

Community Worship at Fred Maytag Bowl 
In Maytag Park  

During Newton Fest 
Sunday, June 12 at 10:30am 

 

 First Lutheran will not have regular services on 
this weekend so that we may all have the chance to 
attend this community event.  All are invited to bring 
blankets and lawn chairs as several pastors will lead 
the service and focus on how we are one body in Je-
sus Christ and how we are all a part of this body as 
children of God. 

Historic Churches Walking Tour 
Saturday, June 11 at 2:00pm 

 
 The Newton Public Library is hosting this year’s Historic Churches 
Walking Tour as part of Newton Fest on Saturday, June 11th beginning at  
2 PM. 
 Tour the historic churches of downtown Newton with local historian, 
Larry Hurto. Tour will meet at the main Library entrance.  
 Just one of many fun events during Newton Fest. 



 

Prayer 

Corner 

We pray for all of our families, friends and church family. Thank you 
Lord that summer is here. Help keep us vigilant about safety as more 
people and bicycles are out on our sidewalks and streets. Help us to 
enjoy all the simple and special pleasures of this season and to share 
them with others. Help us to spend our time creating the memories we 
will treasure later. Help us to celebrate our community in the events of 
this month. We continue to pray for our congregation, our leaders, our 
community and our world. Amen. 

Vacation Bible School 
Mark your calendars for June 
20-24 from 9-12 noon for our 
annua l  Vacat ion  B ib le 
School!  Our theme this year is 
Caves and it looks to be great  
fun for all ages!  We will again 
be combining with First Presby-
terian and United Presbyterian 
churches for this week of 
fun.  Bring a friend or two along 
and join us on this adven-
ture.  VBS is open to preschool 
through 6th grade.  Kids just 
finishing 6th grade through 
high school are greatly appreci-
ated as Junior Helpers that 
week! Please let us know if you 
can help.  A registration form is 
at right and will be available at 
the office and in the narthex 
through May and June.  

VBSVBS  
REGISTRATION FORM 
June 20-24, 2016 
9:00am-12 noon 

 

Name___________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________ 

City ________________ State ___________  

Home Phone _________________________ 

Cell Phone ______________________________________ 

Email___________________________________________ 

Age ____________ Birth Date ______________________ 

School Grade in coming year  __________  

Parents’/Guardians’ Names   _______________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact Name__________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Home Phone___________________ 

Cell Phone_____________________ 

Relationship to Child______________________________ 

Who will be picking up your child from VBS? 

________________________________________________ 

Relationship to Child______________________________ 

Allergies or other medical conditions________________ 

 

  



News from the ELCA: 
 Have you visited the ELCA website lately? (http://www.elca.org/) 
Here is just a sample of the stories you can find: 
 

ELCA presiding bishop joins faith leaders at peace summit 

 
 

ELCA introduces initiative to address voting rights 

 

ELCA invites members to consider future priorities and directions 

 

AMMPARO 

 

-  -  - 

You can even subscribe to the ELCA Advocacy homepage,        
(http://blogs.elca.org/advocacy/) to be made aware of areas where your 
voice can improve life for others.  

ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton, joined leaders of Christian churches and church-

related organizations from the United States and the Holy Land in Atlanta April 19-20 for “Pursuing 

Peace and Strengthening Presence: The Atlanta Summit of American and Palestinian Churches.” 

Affirming its commitment to ensure voting rights for all U.S. citizens, the ELCA has introduced EL-

CAvotes, an initiative to help members advocate for fair elections and engage in local efforts to 

guarantee the right to vote. 

In anticipation of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017, the ELCA has introduced "Called Forward To-

gether in Christ," an initiative that invites its 3.7 million members to consider what kind of church God is calling the 

ELCA to become. 

AMMPARO (Accompany Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportuni-

ties) is a holistic, whole church commitment by the ELCA, as a church in the world, to accompany 

children today and in the future. AMMPARO was envisioned after witnessing the plight of children 

who are forced to flee their communities because of complex and interrelated reasons, including 

chronic violence, poverty, environmental displacement and lack of opportunities. 

http://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/7827
http://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/7824
http://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/7826
http://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-Church/AMMPARO


June  2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
  
6:00 Summer Book 
Study 

2 3 
  

4 
5:30 Worship 

5      
9:30 Worship   
11:00 Potluck  

 

6 
 
5:00 Bible 
Study 

7 
  

8   
  
 
 

9 
 
1:30 Good 
Cheer   

10 
 
 
 

11 
  
NO Worship 

12     
10:30 Community  
Worship At Newton 
Fest at Maytag Park 

 
  

13 
  
5:00 Bible 
Study 
  
7:00 Hannah 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
  
9:00 Lois 
1:00 Martha 
6:00 Summer Book 
Study 

16 
  
 
 7:00 
Eunice 

17 
  
 
 

18 
  
5:30 Worship 

19   Fathers Day 
9:30 Worship   

10:30 Fellowship    
   
 
     

20 
9-12 VBS  
5:00 Bible 
Study 
Newsletter  
articles due 

21 
9-12 VBS  
 
6:00 Council 

22 
9-12 VBS  
5:30 Community    
dinner   
6:00 Summer Book 
Study 

23 
9-12 VBS  
 
 
 

24 
9-12 
VBS  
  

25 
 
5:30 Worship 

26        
Joint VBS Worship 

  
  

27 
 
5:00 Bible 
Study 

28 
  
 9am Dorcas 
 

 29 
 
6:00 Summer Book 
Study 

30 
 
 
  

  

Saturday 5:30pm Acolyte Council on Duty Greeters Lector Ushers PA 

Sunday 9:30am             

June 4th   Julie Laube         

June 5th Lane Rose Julie Laube 
Pat & Steve 

Putz 
Marlys       

Amundsen 

Dave Troen,            
Dirk Amundsen,           
Alex Anderson 

Duane      
Quanbeck 

June 11th No Service           

June 12th 
Community Wor-
ship at Newton 

Fest, Maytag Park 
          

June 18th   Steve Putz         

June 19th Blake Baumgartner Deb Rose   
Dirk        

Amundsen 
Bob Floss,                    

Stan Kirchhoff 
Rex        

Thompson 

June 25th    Steve Putz         

 June 26th 
Brock Jordan,          

Thomas Hodnett 
Rex Thompson     

Gary Johnson,             
Jim Lammey,             
Tom Sharp 

  

June  Serving Schedule 
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