
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 I remember the first time my wife Juli and I met. It was just before the Homecoming Dance of 
my second year in college. My friends were going to the dance with her friends. At the dance we hit it 
off and spent the rest of the evening hanging out with each other. As the night wore on, we found 
ourselves in the Maytag Student Center lounge chatting. I told her all about me, my family, things I 
remember about childhood, things I loved, etc. and Juli shared these things with me. It was an in-
credible start to our relationship. Over time we learned more and more about each other. Slowly our 
stories began to intertwine and mesh together. Her story became part of my own and vice versa. 
This is generally how relationships are formed—whether they are romantic relationships or those 
with friends and colleagues. We begin by sharing small snippets of our own story and as the relation-
ship develops, slowly the two stories become part of each other’s story.  
 On September 13, we will once again begin a journey during worship through the Bible. Using 
the Narrative Lectionary Year 2, we will hear once again the story of God’s creative actions and the 
responses of God’s people. In this process, we will be reminded of who God is and then be invited to 
share ourselves with God. As the Biblical story develops we will discover that our stories become 
part of God’s story and God’s story becomes part of ours. Slowly we will become intertwined with the 
loving, compassionate, teaching, helping God who made a special effort to create the entire cosmos. 
We will become intertwined with the God who exists outside our space time universe and yet has 
made intentional steps to dwell in this place too. In time, as we nurture and develop this relationship 
we will discover that not only has God become part of our story, but that our story has become part 
of God’s. This is the purpose of the Narrative Lectionary. Once again, we will spend nine months get-
ting to know who God is and then learning to recognize that God has become part of our story and 
vice versa.  
 From September through Christmas, we will walk through the story of God and God’s people 
in the Old Testament. From creation, to the exodus, to the Kings of Israel, to exile and return, we will 
see how God interacts with humanity to offer grace and compassion as well as moments of judgment 
and justice. We will see God happy and we will see God mourning. The journey in the Old Testament 
brings the story of God to a place where we await the coming Messiah—the one who will save and 
restore God’s people. 
 After celebrating the birth of that Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, we will hear his story told 
through the words found in the Gospel According to Mark. From Jesus’ baptism to his death and res-
urrection, we will see how in Jesus, God has torn apart all the barriers that separate us from God; 
God’s realm is not somewhere else, but right here. Through this, we will be invited to follow, to learn, 
to emulate. We will be invited to become a disciple of Jesus the Son of God.  
 As the Narrative lectionary comes to its conclusion, we will hear the stories of Jesus’ first and 
second generations of followers. We will see their stories of amazement and challenge. We will learn 
what it means to live lives intertwined with God, to see God’s story in our own and our own story in 
God’s.  
 Let us get to know God again as if it were the first time. Let us see what surprises God has in 
store for us.  
 Peace,  
 Pastor Zach  

 First Epistle 

 2015 

Sunday Worship 
9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Fellowship   
10:30  a.m. 

First Lutheran Church, Newton IA 

   From the Pastor... 



First Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

309 E. 3rd St. N.,  

Newton, IA 50208 

Phone: 641-792-3934   

Fax: 641-792-3937 

Email: office@newtonfirstlutheran.org  

www.newtonfirstlutheran.org 

Pastor Zach Bey 

zach@newtonfirstlutheran.org 

641-791-7796 
 

 President 

Mark Monroe 

mmonroe@pcpartner.net 

641-792-4950 
 

Vice President 

Eric Jordan 

ecjordan@iowatelecom.net 

641-792-4615 

 

Secretary 

Kip Peters 

kip.peters@gmail.com 

515-710-2584 
 

Treasurer 

Bruce Coyle 

luthtreasurer@iowatelecom.net 

641-791-7717 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Kellie Kramer 

office@newtonfirstlutheran.org 

641-792-3934 

The Food Pantry would like us to emphasize 

a specific item each month. Remember, you 

may bring any item you wish, but spreading 

this among the contributing congregations 

keeps a steady supply of their most basic 

needs coming each month. For the month 

of September, canned meat and fish are 

being requested. There is a basket in the narthex for all food 

pantry items. 

 

Thank you for being so generous.  

Pastor’s Office Hours 

 

Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday 

9:00-Noon 

or by appointment 

Chancel Flowers 
 

Sept. 6—Porter 

Sept. 13— 

Sept. 20— 

Sept. 27— 

Fellowship 
 

Sept. 6— 

Sept. 13— 

Sept. 20— 

Sept. 27— 

Please sign up to provide flowers and fellowship. 

9/12 Belinda Birkenholtz 

9/15 LeRoy Hesse 

 Jim Lammey 

9/16 Sherry Jensen 

 Victor Klopping Jr. 

9/18 Josh Cantu 

 Ron Shockey 

9/20 Rex Thompson 

9/23 Tristan Peters 

9/24 Tyler Henderson 

9/2 Michael Botts  

 Connie Lucas 

 Mary Obersteller 

9/4 Brant Gilmore 

9/5 Garrett Frehse 

 LaVona Thorsen 

9/8 Bryce Grabe 

9/9 Patty Balk 

 Morgan Frehse 

9/10 Brian Baumgartner 

9/11 Kent Leckband 

 Michael Reick 



Return to Fall Schedules:  Men’s Breakfast—Wednesday’s 8am  

Good Cheer—Sept 10, 1:30pm  Hannah—Sept 14, 7pm    

Lois—Sept 16, 9am    Martha—Sept 16, 1pm 

Eunice—Sept 17, 7pm    Dorcas quilters—Sept 29, 9am 

New members are welcome, call or email the office for details, 792-3934. 

Wednesday Night Community Dinners:   

THANK YOU to the people that helped with our August 

Wednesday Night Community Dinners! Our next dinners are 

scheduled on September 23rd and 30th back at First United 

Methodist. Please watch for the sign up sheets in the narthex 

and announcements to join us to continue this very important 

community service.  

Thanks 

Calling All Fun-loving First Members — Dinner for 8 
 

The Fellowship and Service Task Force is introducing a great new way to get to know 
other members at First called Dinner for 8.  This is for both couples and singles.  
 

Groups will be randomly created 
 

Groups will be shuffled at the end of 4 months 
 

There will be three rotations 
 

Sept-Dec, Jan-April, May-August 
 

This should allow for seasonal residents 
 

First person on the list for each group will be responsible for contacting other group mem-
bers to establish your first meal time 

 

Groups will be established on August 30 and leaders will be sent group member contact 
information 

 

Groups will meet at least once per month, rotating hosts 
 

Singles will be paired to host with another single 
 

Each couple/pair of singles will host/co-host at least once in the 4-month cycle 
 

Dinner can be whatever the hosts determine:  pot luck, dinner provided by hosts, Dutch at 
a restaurant, etc. 

 

Keep in mind that the purpose of Dinner for 8 is to get to know each other rather than to 
be entertained 

 

If you missed the sign-up for Dinner for 8 at church, it's not too late to get in on the 
fun!  Please contact Jodi Morgan-Peters at (515) 710-9544 or via email 
at quincemama@gmail.com for more information.  



 

The Women of First Lutheran are invited to 
St. John’s Women’s 7th Retreat at Sinsinawa 

Thursday and Friday, September 24 and 25 
Sinsinawa Mound Center, Sinsinawa, Wisconsin 

 

Our topic will be: Sacred spaces as Metaphor, Reflecting God’s Presence in the World 
 

Women need real moments of solitude and self-reflection to balance out how much of 
ourselves we give away.  -Barbara De Angelis 
 

We encourage you to take some time for rest and renewal at Sinsinawa. These facili-
ties are located on 450 acres of lush woodlands, orchards, vineyards and gardens, in 
southwest Wisconsin.  
 

Deadline for reservations is Sept. 1, cost is $75 for three meals and individual 
sleeping rooms. 
 

Car-pools for the three hour trip will leave Grinnell around 11am on Thursday and re-
turn by 5pm on Friday. 
 
 
 

Reservation form for St. John’s Women’s Retreat on Sept. 24 and 25. 
Checks should be made out to St. John’s WELCA. 
 
Name         Phone     
 
Address              
Return to: 
 Nancy Locker   641-236-5932 
 801 Prince Street 
 Grinnell, Iowa  50112 

First Lutheran Family & Education Task Force Survey  

As you are probably aware,  First Lutheran has formed task forces as we seek our 
way ahead in Living the Body of Christ. This is an exciting and important time for our 
congregation, and the Family and Education Task Force needs your help. Below you 
will find a link for an online survey we have put together.  We will also have paper  
copies of the survey available in the narthex at church for you to complete if you are 
unable to do it online, and there will be a container in the narthex in which to place 
completed paper surveys. Surveys are also attached to the printed copies of this 
newsletter. We really appreciate your completion of this survey by  Sunday, Sept. 
6.,  as it will guide us in making recommendations concerning Family and Education 
programming at First Lutheran.  Thanks!  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/newtonfirstlutheran 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/newtonfirstlutheran


Thrivent / Choices in Mission Food Pantry Fundraiser 
& September 19, 4:30pm Concert 

 
The Jasper County Chapter of Thrivent Financial has had a long tradition of conduct-
ing annual projects in order to provide for area food pantries. During the month of 
September this year all donations made to the Food Pantry Fundraiser through offer-
ings at First Lutheran Church will be matched dollar for dollar by the Choices in     
Mission program (up to $5000.00). The local Thrivent Chapter is also going to match 
the first $2,000.00 raised during the month.  Envelopes will be available in the pew for 
these donations.  If you wish to donate by check please make donations payable to 
First Lutheran Church with the subject line indicating it is for the food pantry fund-
raiser. 
 
Additionally this year The Highway Home Bluegrass Band will perform in a benefit 
concert supporting the food pantries in Jasper County on September 19 at 4:30 
p.m. at First Lutheran.  
 
Highway Home has won many awards for musical performance, and their fans love 
the way they reach out and connect with the audience.  Also performing one song will 
be BETCHAW & Friends, the Newton Children’s Choir, directed by Jane Johnson.  
 
If you have any questions please contact Betty or Craig Peterson (641-227-3209 or 
craig@partnercom.net); or Duane Quanbeck (515-966-4115 or dlquanbeck 
@yahoo.com ). 

 

Prayer 

Corner 

Please pray for all of our families, friends and church family. Pray for our 

community as our students, teachers and staff head back to start another 

school year. Pray as our young adults face increased independence, choices  

and responsibility as they leave home for engagements with the military or 

higher education. Pray for energy, divine guidance and encouragement as 

our task forces strive to bring increased growth, action and community to 

our congregation. Give thanks for God’s great provision as seen in the   

harvest season of abundance from our gardens and consider sharing or 

teaching your gardening or preservation skills. Please continue to pray for 

our congregation, our leaders, our community and our world.  

 

Sunday, Sept. 13th 
Blessing of  

the backpacks 
 

Bring your backpack  
to service! 

 

Sunday, Sept. 6th 
Labor Day weekend 
 

First Lutheran  
will offer a  

Healing Service. 

 

Sunday, Sept. 13th 
Downtown Youth 

Group meets   
 

6-8pm at Friendship 
House on 3rd Ave. 



 

Women of the ELCA 
Fall Cluster 2 Meeting 

October 3, 2015 
8:30 a.m.  - 11:30 a.m. 

at St. Andrews Lutheran Church 
8290 Highway F 62 East, Sully 

 

Registration, 8:30-9:00, $5 
Coffee time 

 

Bible Study by Pastor Nancy Pick of St. Andrews 
Speaker: Pastor Riley of St. Paul’s in Tama 

 

Bring your favorite bible. 
See you there! 

 

The Jasper County CROP WALK for Hunger  
Sunday October 4th 

 

Walkers will meet at the Courthouse at 
1:30 pm  After the walk there will be re-
freshments at the  Salvation Army. There 
will be sign up sheets in the narthex on 
September 13, 20 and 27 for walkers to 
get donations.  Also, people can donate, 
but not walk. 25% of the donations stay 
in Jasper County. Walkers, please collect 
the donations when you signup donors. 
Parents must sign for the walkers under 
18 years old. 

Thank you for helping end hunger one step at a time. 

Coming Up Next Month: 


