
On Sunday, October 22, two students will stand before the altar and affirm their bap-
tism.  They will do this NOT because they have completed two years of confirmation 
classes and taken sermon notes.  This is NOT about getting the work done and get-
ting out! NO, this is about building a deeper relationship with God the Father! 
 
You see, their faith journey didn’t begin two years ago with their first confirmation 
class OR the day they started Sunday School as a preschooler. NO! this journey be-
gan when they were first placed into the hands of their parents, dripping wet from the 
waters of Baptism. And this journey is not over. Far from it. In fact, this journey is just 
getting started! 
 
There are congregations where people stay away from confirmation services because 
the service is longer, or because they want to make room for the family and friends 
who will be part of the celebration. But never forget that YOU are “family” as well! You 
have made a difference in their lives and I want to encourage you to do what you’ve 
done since first witnessing the baptism of these young people.  Celebrate with them 
for what God has done in their lives.  Encourage them to anticipate what God will 
continue to do through them.  And walk beside them on this incredible journey! 
 
On Sunday, October 22nd, at 9:30 a.m. the following young people will affirm their 
baptism: 

 
Thomas Hodnett and Mae VanDam 

 
I’m inviting ALL the members of First Lutheran to gather round them on this day and 
listen. For they are about to say “yes” to the greatest adventure of their lives!  Let’s be 
there for them just like we always have… and let’s join them in this amazing adven-
ture to which God has called each and everyone of us!!! 
 
Living in Gods Amazing Grace! 
Pastor Mark 
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Chancel Flowers 

 

Oct. 1— Quanbeck 

Oct. 8— Zimmermann 

Oct. 15— Zimmermann 

Oct. 22—  

Oct. 29—  

Fellowship 

 

Oct. 1— Potluck 

Oct. 8—   

Oct. 15—   

Oct. 22—  

Oct. 29—  

Please sign up to provide flowers and fellowship. 

 The Food Pantry would like us to      
emphasize a specific item each month. 
Remember, you may bring any item 
you wish, but spreading this among the 
contributing congregations keeps a 
steady supply of their most basic needs 
coming each month. For the month of      
October, cereal and juice have been 

requested. There is a basket in the narthex for all food 
pantry items. 
 

Thank you for being so generous.  

First Sunday Potluck is back in October! 
 

 The first Sunday of October is also October 1st! So 
come and join us again for our monthly potluck. Our Afri-
can missionaries Paula and Denny Lofstrom will be with 
us so this will be an international celebration.  
 The main dish will be provided, so bring a side dish 
or dessert if you can, and come grab a plate and enjoy 
the company with the food! 
 
See you there! 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please remember, if you are having trouble hearing: 
Listening devices are available. Please ask an usher.  



Wednesday Night Community Dinners:   

THANK YOU to the people that help with our  

Wednesday Night Community Dinners! Wednesday 

Night Community Dinners are at the Newton First United 

Methodist Church, southwest across the street from us,  

and our next meal is on the 25th.  Please come and 

help as many hands make for light work. Come help 

Jesus feed the hungry. 

Change to Wednesday Night Community Dinners 

 Due to lack of funding, the new management at the Salvation Army has decided 
they will no longer be involved with the Wednesday Night Community Dinners. This 
leaves the financial responsibility of running the dinners solely on the churches that 
volunteer their time and effort to keeping the meals going. At the moment, the meals 
are scheduled to continue until the end of the year. First Lutheran has a Community 
Meal fund and you may donate to it at any time by writing on your check or envelope 
that the donation is designated to the Community Meal and it will go to support the 
monthly meal that is hosted by First Lutheran.  
 The need for these meals in our community is great. They sometimes serve 100 
people. The reasons they come are varied. Some come to stretch their budgets, some 
out of need for fellowship and companionship, for some it is the their only chance for a 
hot meal.  
 The number of churches involved has dwindled as they loose the ability to con-
sistently gather enough volunteers to host the meal. If you would like to help as an in-
dividual or as part of a group, you are needed. If you belong to a civic organization 
that would be willing to help or host an occasional or regular meal, you are needed. If 
you would like more information, please contact Marlys or Dirk Amundsen.  

10/4 Christine Breuer 
10/5 Teresa Weiland 
10/6 Brad Portner 
 Christopher Shockey 
10/8 David Goos 
10/9 Alicia Troen 
10/11 Steve Comer 
10/13 Rylan Cupples 
 Clayton Wright 
10/14 Braxton Mai 
10/17 Brenda Hodnett 
 Gabriel Wright 
10/22 Marie Quanbeck 

10/23 Hal Herbold 
10/26 Laird Trusler 
10/27 Nick McVey 
 Jodi Portner 
 David Troen 
10/28 Matt Coyle 
 Ruth Kelly 
10/29 Kay Hesse 
 Ken Weiland 
10/30 Aaron Bartholmey 
 Adam George 
 Tom Sharp 
 



Stewardship is Hip 
 

For October we complete our five T’s of stewardship, which are, time, talent, trees, tis-
sue, and treasure.  This current month the focus is on our treasure.  As Matthew said 
starting at verse 6:19, “do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not 
break in and steal, for where your treasure is there your heart will be also.” 
 
An interesting study about the intersection of faith and finances was completed a cou-
ple of years ago.  Researchers conducted surveys with a large number of generous 
people focused on their giving habits and their faith.  What they found was people’s 
faith grew as they’re giving grew.  It was not the other way around, people did not give 
more because they became more faithful, their faith grew from their giving.  Talking 
about money and the mission of the church is not usually a comfortable conversation, 
but growing our faith is a subject worth our time.     
 
God is the creator and the owner of all that is. God has “created me and all that ex-
ists” (Luther’s Small Catechism, Apostles’ Creed, explanation of the First Article.)  And 
all that we are and all that we have, come from God as blessings.  As a follower of Je-
sus Christ, it is our responsibility to care for and use these blessings wisely.  This in-
cludes the sharing of our financial resources to support God’s work through the 
church. 
 
When we start with this statement we understand what we give back financially does 
not come from our pockets but actually from the pockets of God.  Everything we have 
is God’s.  When we give back to God we are simply telling him that we love him and 
we appreciate what he’s done for us. 
 
In November we will have our annual stewardship emphasis so we can prepare for 
our ministry in 2018.  May God bless First Lutheran Church and the lives that are 
touched by it. 
 
David Goos 
 
 

Habitat for Humanity in Jasper County? 
 
 A meeting will take place at Otto Law Firm on Monday, October 9th at 5:30 p.m. 
to discuss the viability of starting up a Jasper County Habitat for Humanity chapter.  If 
you have interest or opinions about this idea please come to the meeting to share 
them. As this arrives on the heels of our God’s Work Our Hands work day, we should 
think about our commitment to help those in our community rise up and thrive.  



Choices in Mission/Children’s Hospital, Zinga 
 
We love, because He first loved us. 1 John 4:19. 
 
Our stewardship inspiration this year is the church in Macedonia. Though poor, the 
Christians there gave generously to support their brothers and sisters in Jerusalem. 
And why did they give? It was not out of their excess, as they were poor, and not be-
cause they cared personally about the community in Jerusalem. No, they gave be-
cause they loved the Lord. In response, they reached out in love. Their love of God 
translated into caring for others. 
 
On October 1, we again welcome Dr. Denny and Paula Lofstrom to First Lutheran 
Church. Exciting things are happening at the Children’s Hospital, Zinga. The large 
Mary Ellen Kitundu Memorial Birthing Center is nearly finished, but windows and 
doors are still needed. Next door, the building housing a surgical suite and a neonatal 
intensive care unit (NICU) is going up. Before the hospital can admit women for child-
birth, these two buildings must be completed. 
 
A few years back, our Choices in Mission focus was to provide windows for the Out-
patient Department, the first building constructed. Our support for the Children’s Hos-
pital, Zinga, continues. We rejoice in the excellent care already provided to the chil-
dren and families of Zinga on an outpatient basis. Again, our October Choices in Mis-
sion emphasis is International Health Partners—US and the hospital at Zinga. This 
year, we will provide windows for the MEK Memorial Birthing Center so that soon, 
women will be able to give birth in safe surroundings, with emergency services avail-
able when needed. 
 
We have given generously to support God’s work in Tanzania in the past. Please con-
sider prayerfully what you should give this year. We love, because He first loved us. 
 
“That which gives is the heart; the fingers only let go.” ~Tanzanian proverb 
 
For our Tanzania mission, 
Marie Quanbeck 
 

Call Committee  
 

The Call Committee for First Lutheran has been assembled and will engage in the 
work of assessing where we are as a church and calling a new pastor to join us in our 
journey. If you have questions about this process, please contact one of the following: 

 Ben Caldwell, Aaron Bartholmey, Katie Cantu, Jayne Goos, Gary Johnson  
 

Please also keep the Call Committee in your prayers! 



Mission Coalition Pie Sale 
Saturday, October 21st  

McCann Center 
 Pies are sold for $10 and it is hoped a good variety 
will be donated. We are looking for at least eight from 
First Lutheran. Please note there is no refrigeration avail-
able. Please call Sarah Sandquist 792-7702 if you will be 
making a pie. Proceed go to Friends in Hope—helping 
people get out of the cycle of homelessness.  

The Jasper County CROP WALK for Hunger 
Sunday October 1st 

Walkers will meet at the Courthouse at 2:00 p.m. We don’t 
have any walkers scheduled this year but we would like to 
take a donation. There is a basket on the table in the narthex 
to make a donation to the CROP WALK. Thank you! 
 

 

Youth Group Returns 
 

Calling All 8th - 12th Graders! 
Come join Allison & Aaron for Youth Group! 
We meet 6:30-7:30 Sunday nights in the youth room for fun, 
faith, and fellowship. 
 

Women of the ELCA—Cluster 2 Fall Gathering 
Saturday, October 7, 2017 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Newton 
Registration at 8:30 a.m.  

Theme:  God’s Masterpiece 
Pastor Ahntholz will lead the Bible study 

Speaker John Claes from Lutheran Services of Iowa (LSI) 

 
 

Prayer 

Corner 

We pray for our families, friends and church family. Some people 
think the month of October is for scary stuff. However when we look 
at the natural disasters, national problems, miscommunications and 
poverty, we find the world is scary enough in any month. October is 
glorious in the Lord’s hands and we can follow his ways. We can see 
the need locally and globally and take action. Every day we can find 
a way to make our world a better place. God blesses us abundantly 
so that we may generously share our good fortune in the world. We 
can pray and act and communicate with love. Each day is a new day 
that the Lord has given us. What will we do? We continue to pray for 
our congregation, our leaders, our community and our world. Amen.   



Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp, Story City, Iowa 

RECHARGE 2017 
CLAIMED 1 John 2:5-6 

 Make your plans now for youth in grades 3-12 can start reserve their spot at 
Riverside’s Fall RECHARGE. Weekends start October 20th and end November 19th. 
Cost is $75. You can register by phone at 515-733-5271 or at www.RiversideLBC.org 
 

Reggie’s Sleepout, Des Moines 
Saturday October 21, 2017 at Drake Stadium 
Sleep under the stars so kids can reach them. 
 Join Iowa Homeless Youth Centers for the 12th annual Reggie’s Sleepout. 
More than 1,000 people gather to sleep outside in boxes, tents and sleeping bags 
during Reggie’s Sleepout, raising much-needed awareness and funding to support 
child and youth homelessness in our communities. While one night can never com-
pletely replicate what it must feel like to be homeless, this outdoor, overnight event 
provides some insight into the lives of people who don’t have a place to call home.  
 Each year, Iowa Homeless Youth Centers helps over 600 transition-age youth 
(16-22) who are at-risk or are currently experiencing homelessness. Learn more 
about how IHYC helps by visiting our website at www.iowahomelessyouth.org  
 

Frieze Lecture Series with Augustana College 
The Reformation, 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays starting October 24—November 14th 
 
Four lectures by Augustana College faculty focus on the Reformation’s legacy on in-
tellectual thought, communication, privacy, and the view of science and technology. 
 
Oct. 24: The Reformation and its Legacy, with religion professor Jason Mahn 
Oct. 31: The Reformation of Communications, Journalism, & Information Access with 
 communication professor Carolyn Yaschur 
Nov. 7: The Reformation of Privacy, with business professor Hyeong-Gyu Choi 
Nov. 14: The Reformation and Its Impact on Science & Technology, with physics pro-
 fessor Josh Dyer 
Location: Rock Island Main Library, 401 19th Street. Stay for coffee and conversation! 

Southeast Iowa Synod News 
 
Hunger Grants now available  
 

Applications are now being accepted from congregations, ecu-
menical groups and organizations on the territory of the synod 
that are engaged in or seek to be engaged in efforts to feed 
hungry people. Grants range from $100 to $1,000 and applica-
tions will be accepted through November 1, 2017, or until all 
funds have been distributed.  



 

Note from First 
Lutheran: 
The Newton Racial 
Justice and Har-
mony group is spon-
soring three free 
movies which give 
context to the ongo-
ing race discussion 
in our country.   Be 
aware these movies 
are NOT appropri-
ate for children.  At-
tending the movies 
with your teenager 
with the intent to 
have a discussion 
about the themes 
would be appropri-
ate.  



IHP—God's work, Our hands! 
  

First Lutheran's outreach and partnership with Paula and Denny Lofstrom has 
spanned well over 10 years, perhaps 15.  We have collected and sent:  infant layette 
kits to Iambi, painted ceiling tiles and  building supplies for the eye clinic to Mwanza. 
We send funds to support whatever they need.  Sometimes we have had something 
specific in mind, other times we have not had anything specific and International 
Health Partners puts our money to use.  And 9 years ago we sent 22 pairs of willing 
hands to build what turned out to be a birthing center in Mwanza. 
  

International Health Partners, with Paula and Denny as their visible spokes persons, 
are building a children's hospital and a birthing center in Zinga.  Besides building ma-
terials, everything that women and babies need in the US are needed by the mothers 
in Tanzania, but those items are not readily available. 
  

This fall we will use our hands to help with the sanitary needs of postpartum women.  
In Tanzania disposable feminine sanitary supplies are not readily available, and ex-
pensive when they are.  Our sisters don't have this option.  Reusable sanitary pads 
are provided to the women when they give birth.  These supplies will be sent home 
with them, along with cleaning instructions, and will be used for 3-4 years before 
wearing out.  These are just as important to the women as diapers are for the babies. 
It allows them to be clean, and be able to leave their homes to function in society, 
things we take for granted here in the US. 
  

In September we will collect the materials needed to construct the post partum sani-
tary pads, and in October we will put them together.  
  

This project needs many hands.  Hands to look through cloth at home that you no 
longer use.  Hands to purchase the few items that will not be found laying around in 
drawers at home.  Hands to make the construction of the sanitary pads an assembly 
line - not everyone will need to know how to use a sewing machine!  We will need 
hands to sort material, cut, turn pieces inside out - lots to do. 
  

But this month, we will focus on collecting our supplies. 
  

For this project we need: 
Flannel - because it is soft and does not stretch - for the outside.  Colors and patterns 
 are welcome and very appreciated!! This can be old flannel pjs, or good sized 
 scraps, or old sheets.  
Soft, absorbent material for the inside - flannel continues to work well for this, a well 
 worn towel (but not thread bare), also old cloth diapers and burp cloths!  
Snaps or velcro, and of course thread 

There will be a basket to collect material located in the Narthex. 
  

If you are interested in helping locate some of the special fabric for the bottom layer 
please talk to me!! 
  

Judy Monroe and Marie Quanback 



Flier courtesy of  
First United Methodist Church 

October LSI Update 
 

Warming Hearts with God’s Love and a Good Pair of Mittens 
 

 Far too often, there are children who arrive at LSI’s Beloit and Bremwood Residential 
Treatment Centers with almost nothing in their possession. And for children or youth who 
have been in the foster care system, it’s not uncommon for them to arrive with everything they 
own in a single garbage bag.  

 We give thanks for Iowa congregations because you faithfully respond to these needs, 
year after year! As winter approaches, LSI relies on your loving support to meet the demands 
for hats, gloves, and mittens for children and youth at Beloit and Bremwood. It’s important for 
us to give children the opportunity to shop for their favorite new winter coat. Because of that, 
we ask that you please not donate articles of clothing. With your generous financial donation, 
each child will have the simple joy of buying their new coat, knowing that they are loved and 
cherished.  

 Your church has likely received or will soon be receiving a letter inviting you to partici-
pate in LSI’s hats and mittens appeal. If you would like more information, please contact Deb 
Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and church relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org.  
 

Healing through Harmony  

 Jaden’s life changed when he was 5 years old. His father unexpectedly passed away, 
and through his grief, Jaden’s connection to his mother became strained and he struggled to 
manage his anger at home.  

 He was placed in LSI’s Beloit Residential Treatment Center in Ames when he was 10, 
and he remembers being introduced to Spiritual Life. The voluntary LSI program connects 
youth in residential treatment with faith-based art, music, and film. It is there to serve as a 
safe space for children to open up about their emotions and get the support they need to 
thrive.  

 “I always knew I loved to sing and I liked music,” Jaden says. “Songs made me feel bet-
ter, and music allowed me to express myself.”  

 Jaden eventually relocated to LSI’s Bremwood Residential Treatment Center in Wav-
erly, where he reconnected with Pastor Dennis Bauer, the director of the Spiritual Life pro-
gram.  

 “Jaden is one of the few kids who would actively set up lunch appointments with me,” 
Pastor Dennis says. “He’s really benefitted from being able to talk during the day.”  

 Having access to a support network and a trusting relationship with Pastor Dennis has 
helped Jaden feel empowered to make a positive change during his time at Bremwood. Now 
14, Jaden’s finding his faith through music, and he’s learning how to talk about his trauma and 
become a role model for other Iowa children in residential treatment.  

 Jaden has now been adopted into a loving family. As he finishes up his treatment at 
Bremwood, his family is there to visit and worship with him, and Jaden is enjoying being a 
new big brother in his family. 



October 2017 

October Serving Schedule 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Sunday 9:30am Acolyte Council on Duty Greeters Lector Ushers PA 

              

October 1st Lane Rose Terri Hayden 
Pat & Steve         

Putz 
Marie                

Quanbeck 
Dirk Amundsen,           
Alex Anderson 

Deb Rose 

October 8th Isaac Friedman Pat Foote   
Marlys             

Amundsen 

 Lee Swenson,         
Aaron                 

Bartholmey,          
Dennis Porter  

Matt Coyle 

October 15th Brock Jordan David Goos   
Dirk                 

Amundsen 
Bob Floss,                    

Stan Kirchhoff 
David Goos 

Affirmation of 
Baptism                

October 22nd 
Leo Friedman Judy Monroe     

Gary Johnson,             
Jim Lammey,    

  

October 29th Thomas Hodnett Stan Kirchhoff     Captains   

1   IHP—Lofstrum’s visit 
 

    9:30 Worship   
11:00 Potluck 

6:30 Youth Group 

2 
  
5:00 Bible Study 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
 

4 
  
 
6:30 Property 

NO Confirmation 

5 
 
6:30 Fall Film 
at DMACC 

6 
 

  Rose   
 Rehersal 

7 
  
Jorgen & 
Rachel 
Rose 

8    
9:30 Worship   

10:30 Fellowship    
6:30 Youth Group 

9 
  
5:00 Bible Study 
 

10 
 
 
 

11 
 
6:30 Confirmation 

12 
 Good Cheer 
6:00 Council 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15         
 9:30 Worship    

10:30 Fellowship    
 

6:30 Youth Group 
  

16 
 
5:00 Bible Study 
 
 
 

17 
  
   
 
 
  

 18 
9:30 Lois 
 
1:00 Martha 
6:30 Confirmation 
 

19 
 
7:00 Eunice 

20 21 
Mission    
Coalition 
Pie Sale 
at  
McCann  

22 Affirmation  of     
          Baptism 

 9:30 Worship    
10:30 Fellowship    
6:30 Youth Group 

23 
 

5:00 Bible Study 
Newsletter           
articles due   

24 
 

25 
 
5:30 Community    
Dinner 
6:30 Confirmation 

26 27 28 

29 Reformation Sunday 
  9:30 Worship    

10:30 Fellowship    
6:30 Youth Group 

30 
 
5:00 Bible Study 

31 
9:00 Dorcas 

    



First Lutheran Church 
309 E 3rd St N 
Newton, IA 50208 

Give Locally 

 With so many things in the news about national and international events, we 
need to remember to stop and take a look at the needs of our own community. We 
can do great things, right where we are, and make our communities a better place.  

 Your local charities, such as United Way, Salvation Army and many more, need 
your help. Most are struggling to do more with less, or are dropping services. Is there 
a charity close to your heart that you could give to on a monthly basis? Could you vol-
unteer to help them get more done, less expensively?  

 Helping others is about more than your money. Your time and wisdom and skills 
could be even more important. Is there a neighbor you could help? How about a 
friend, or a friend of your child or parents? Could you start an informal mentor rela-
tionship with someone you know from work or church? A regular lunch or work project 
is a great time to get to know someone and share lessons you’ve learned in life and 
how you got through similar struggles.  

 There is a lot of need in the world. Find a way to support your community. You 
live here, so you might as well help make it the best place for you to be.  


