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We are squarely in the middle of Lent. This Lent has felt odd to me and I can’t really place my finger on 

why. I feel as if I’m of (at least) two minds. On the one hand, I’m glad to be in this season of preparation and 

reflection. I am excited about dwelling on the various parables of Jesus that we’ve been working through this 

Lenten season in worship as well as the reflections on Baptism and water during our joint midweek Lenten   

services with Holy Trinity and St. Andrews. This month our Choices in Mission focuses our attention on the 

ELCA Youth Gathering Rise Up Together in Detroit, MI which several of our young people will be attending. 

There is first communion preparation coming (please let me know if you’re interested). There are celebrations 

of baptism coming up too! Truly the life of the church is swirling around me and it puts a smile on my face. 

And yet despite all that is going on, there is this unrest in my soul. There is this feeling that says ’things 

should be different’ or ‘this should be more energizing than it is’ or ‘I feel trapped in a giant ellipsis that seems 

to have no end’. I seem to be waiting for that other shoe to drop or that unexpected crisis to crash into me like a 

hurricane. There is unrest and unease and I can’t seem to pin it down. 

I have two forces inside me that are at odds and I’m not sure what to do about it. I wonder as I type this 

if I’m alone or if others experience this same thing. . . . 

 

Lent. Jesus trekking toward Jerusalem announcing his impending torture and execution. His disciples 

following him unable to understand. They are excited by their realization that Jesus is the Messiah, the one who 

will save. And at the same moment terrified that Jesus says that life will be completely different than what they 

expect. They are energized by the idea of entering Jerusalem, their capital, the center of their political and     

religious world. They are energized by the idea of Jesus finally showing his colors and living fully into the    

realities of his messiahship. And they are scared, something seems not right. Something seems to be just a little 

off. They can’t place their fingers on it, but even upon the disciples there is a sense of foreboding as they       

approach Jerusalem. 

The disciples’ emotions were right on. They were filled with a sense of uncertainty and fear. Upon     

entering Jerusalem they saw their teacher and messiah wreck the marketplace outside the temple, then they saw 

Jesus arrested, beaten, and executed. They saw themselves scatter and hide behind locked doors hoping and 

praying they weren’t next. In a moment of terror they denied and even betrayed Jesus for their own sake. 

But, they were also excited as they approached Jerusalem. Though it happens in the most unexpected 

way possible, they watch as Jesus transforms the entire landscape of religion and politics as he goes to the cross 

to suffer and die. But then in this midst of apparent utter defeat, they see Jesus alive again—resurrected. They 

see that Jesus’ ministry is about new and renewed life. It is about consuming death and realizing that it has no 

sting. It is about recognizing that the transformer was always with them doing the same thing even as they   

journeyed to Jerusalem. His resurrection merely opens the door and lets the light shine in upon the rest of their 

lives. 

 

And so during this Lenten season, I sit in my office reflecting upon these two minds wrestling with each 

other. And I wonder: Could this be the very purpose of Lent? Could Lent be that time of focusing on the unease 

and uncertainty even in the midst of hopeful exuberance? Could it be that we must dwell here for a time so that 

when the door of Jesus’ resurrection opens, we can see that Christ was in fact with us all the time. 

Peace this Lenten season, 

Pastor Zach 
Sunday Worship 

9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Fellowship  & Education 

10:30  a.m. 



First Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

309 E. 3rd St. N.,  

Newton, IA 50208 

Phone: 641-792-3934   

Fax: 641-792-3937 

Email: office@newtonfirstlutheran.org  

www.newtonfirstlutheran.org 

The Food Pantry would like us to emphasize 

a specific item each month. Remember, you 

may bring any item you wish, but spreading 

this among the contributing congregations 

keeps a steady supply of their most basic 

needs coming each month. For the month 

of March, Jello, pudding and canned 

fruit ; have been requested. There is a basket in the narthex 

for all food pantry items. 

 

Thank you for being so generous.  

Pastor’s Office Hours 

 

Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday 

9:00-Noon 

or by appointment 

3/1 Ron Grunig 

3/4 Doug Wilken 

3/5 Dawn Lucas 

 Denise McVey 

 Barbara Orsund 

3/7 Andy Breuer 

3/8 Pam Comer 

3/9 Arlene Byers 

 Pat Foote 

Chancel Flowers 
 

March 1—   

March  8— 

March 15— 

March  22—D&B Birkenholtz 

March 29— Pat Foote 

Fellowship 
 

March 1—  Amundsen 

March  8— Amundsen 

March 15— 

March  22— 

March 29— 

Please sign up to provide flowers and fellowship. 

3/15 Emily Bebout 

3/18 Robyn Friedman 

3/19 Sharon Petersma 

3/24 Sebastian Peters 

3/27 Michael Hodnett 

3/29 Peyton Patterson 

3/31 Meagan Frehse 
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Wednesday Night Community Dinners:   

THANK YOU to the people that helped with our February 

Wednesday Night Community Dinner! Our next dinner is 

scheduled on March 25th. Please watch for the sign up sheets 

in the narthex and join us to continue this very important    

community service.  

THANK YOU to everyone who helped make Sweets for 

the Sweet such a success, by baking and donating goodies 

and cards and coming to the YMCA on Valentines Day to 

purchase these items. We raised another $242.60 to go to 

the Zinga Children’s Hospital!  

Thank you! 

 I was floored. I was shocked. For a little bit I was even light

-headed. I was very, very surprised. You did a great job of keeping 

your benevolence a  secret, but now the truth of your kindness 

and generosity is out. I can’t thank you enough, for both myself 

and on behalf of my family. Thank you for the contribution to my 

car after my accident. God bless you for blessing others. 

 Kellie Kramer, Administrative Assistant of First Lutheran 

Don’t forget— 
Daylight Savings Time begins  

March 8th! 
Spring forward an hour  

on Saturday night, 
so you will not be late  
for church on Sunday! 

Remembering the Poor— During Lent we are sent into the world with the words, “Go in 

peace. Remember the poor.” Besides prayer, here are some local ministries to help the poor: 

 Newton Salvation Army Food Pantry, our donation basket is in the narthex 

 Newton Community Dinner, First Lutheran helps on Wednesday, March 25th 

 House of Compassion (homeless shelter in Marshalltown) see WELCA on next page 

 Youth and Shelter Services of Marshalltown, see WELCA on next page 

 TheThankfulLeper homeless ministry in Des Moines, follow on Facebook or blog 



WELCA (Women of the ELCA) 

Cluster 2 Spring Gathering, Saturday, April 11, 2015 
 

WELCA’s Spring Gathering will be held at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 3001 S. 6th Street in 

Marshalltown and is open to all women of the ELCA and is totally handicap accessible. 

 

Pastor Michael Herschberger will give the Bible study over Matthew 6:12, “forgive us our 

debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors”. 

 

The Program Speaker is David Hicks of Youth and Shelter Services of Marshalltown. South-

eastern Iowa Women’s board Representative, Sandy Chandonia will give a report. Offerings 

from units will go half to Southeastern Iowa Women’s Organization and half to Youth and 

Shelter Services of Marshalltown.  

 

A business meeting will follow with the election and installation of Coordinator and Recorder/

Secretary positions. 

 

Love-In-Kind-Gifts will be given to the House of Compassion of Marshalltown (homeless 

shelter in Marshalltown). They need paper products, dish & laundry detergent, diapers (larger 

than newborn), feminine hygiene products, body wash, shampoo, aspirin/Tylenol, cold medi-

cine, etc. No food items please.  

March Choices in Mission 
 The ELCA Youth Gathering for high school-age youth takes place every three years 

and is about faith formation, worship, study, fellowship, service and play. The next such 

gathering will be held July 15-19, 2015 in Detroit.  We are very excited to send a large group 

from First Lutheran for this lifetime faith journey experience.  Victoria Jordan, Andrew 

Weiland, Anna Forsyth, Isaac Friedman, Devon Hobbs, Lizzy Coyle, and Anna Coyle will 

gather with thousands of other young Christians from all over the country to be inspired,     

encouraged, strengthened, connected and sent out to do God’s work in the world            

together!  

 This year’s theme is “Rise Up Together” and the week will focus on activities around 1) 

Proclaiming Community (interactive learning in the Convention; 2) Proclaiming Story (a day of 

exploratory learning with other groups from our synod); and 3) Proclaiming Justice (a day of 

service in the Detroit metropolitan area).    We will be involved in many exciting activities each 

day which will culminate in an energetic worship experience every night at the Ford field      

indoor stadium. 

 Adult chaperones, Chris Forsyth and Robyn Friedman will be there to share the experi-

ence with us.  Besides the cost of the event itself, our group will have traveling and lodging   

expenses. 

 Each participant is funding part of these expenses and now we are working together to 

raise funds for the remaining expenses. During the month of March, your donation will be 

matched dollar for dollar by Choices in Mission for this purpose.  Please consider helping us 

out in March to help send us to Detroit as we represent First Lutheran. 



A Call for Easter Lilies 
 

       We plan to decorate the Sanctuary with Easter Lilies and invite 

your help in providing lily plants. 

    

      If you would like to order a lily, please complete the form       

below, attach your check, fold together, and place it in the offering 

plate. You may also mail or bring your check and order form to the 

church office. 

     

You may pay with cash or a check payable to Hy-Vee Floral 

in the amount $9.50 for each lily ordered.  The deadline for turn-

ing in order and payment is Monday, March 30th.     

 

Lilies may be taken home after the Easter Service.  

*******************************************************

***** 

 

Name _______________________________________________ 

 

Phone _______________________________________________ 

 

Lily(s) ____ $9.50/each (Check payable to Hy-Vee Floral) 

 

 

Given in honor of  

 

 

Given in memory of  

The Penny Challenge for March 

A penny is worth one point. 

Any other money is worth negative points. 

All money helps the youth go to Detroit and is part of  

 March Choices in Mission 

Place your money in the water jugs on Sunday 

Running totals will be on the announcement slideshow 

Men verses Women—head of the losing team gets a pie...in the face. 



Prayer 

Corner 

Please pray for all of our families, friends and church family. Pray for those 

in the hospital and in various stages of healing. Pray that we remember the 

poor and recognize the small ways each of us can help others. Pray for a 

thoughtful progression through Lent that leads to enlightenment and joy of 

the soul in the hope of our risen savior Jesus Christ. Please continue to pray 

for our congregation, our leaders, our community and our world.   

2014 Giving Statements 
Your 2014 Giving Statements are available for pick up in the narthex. Please take 

them home for your tax records.  

Lenten 
schedule 

March 4 Holy Trinity 

March 11 First Lutheran 

March 18 St. Andrew’s, Sully 

March 25 Holy Trinity 

March 31 Holy Trinity (Seder Meal) 

April 2 First Lutheran (Maundy Thursday) 

April 3 Holy Trinity (Good Friday) 

April 5 Easter Sunday 

 Once again the ELCA Lutheran churches of Jasper County will journey 

through the season of Lent together, toward Jesus’ cross and resurrection. Evening 

services from February 25 thru March 25 will be proceeded by a soup supper at the 

host congregation starting at 5:30pm with the church service starting at 6:30pm. 

 

 This year we will be using the “Evening Prayer” liturgy from the Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship (ELW, cranberry). It will be new to all three congregations.  

 

 Messages given by Pastors Ken Ahntholz, Nancy Pick and Zach Bey will be 

drawn from, Prayers For Worship “Thanksgiving at the Font” (Number V) also in 

the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW, cranberry p. 71).  

 

 Please join your church family in this journey of forty days to the cross, as 

often as you are able.  


