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   From the Pastor... 

Sunday Worship 
9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Fellowship  
10:30  a.m. 

First Lutheran Church, Newton IA 

The Time is Fulfilled! 

From now until Easter, we will explore the story of Jesus—our Lord and our Savior, the Son of 
God—as found in the Gospel According to Mark during our weekly worship. Each week we will follow 
Jesus’ ministry as it unfolds leading ultimately to his death and resurrection. As we walk with Jesus, it 
is important to understand some of the key themes and elements of Mark’s telling of Jesus. Mark is 
the shortest of the four Biblical Gospels; it is only 16 chapters long. Mark has no birth narrative; in-
stead he starts immediately with Jesus’ baptism and goes straight into his public ministry. The resur-
rection stories in Mark are practically non-existent. There is a declaration to the women at the tomb 
by an angel that Jesus has been raised, then the women run away and don’t tell anyone because 
they are afraid. Mark is a strange gospel indeed. For Mark the importance of who Jesus is can be 
found in his ministry and how he engages the world. This is the heart of Jesus’ story as found in 
Mark and we see the foundations laid out in the first chapter of the gospel. In Mark chapter 1, there 
are two elements I want to highlight as we examine the heart of Mark’s gospel—first Jesus’ baptism 
and second Jesus’ first words in the Gospel as he begins his ministry. 

Jesus’ Baptism. Jesus is baptized by John in the Jordan River and as he comes out of the 
water, he sees “the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him” (NRSV, Mark 
1:10). In the first century world as well as our own we often think of heaven as some separate place. 
Heaven is the realm where God resides and there is a barrier between that place and the rest of 
creation. However, during Jesus’ Baptism we see that that barrier is literally torn apart. It is ripped to 
shreds. The barrier between God’s realm and ours has been broken. This is important because Je-
sus begins his ministry by proclaiming that God’s kingdom—God’s realm—has come near to us, and 
not only that, but the nearness of God is now permanent. There is no repairing that boundary. God 
and God’s kingdom surrounds us no matter what else happens. Everything we see in Jesus’ ministry 
builds upon this fundamental moment at Jesus’ baptism. 

Jesus’ First Words. “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news.” (NRSV, Mark 1:15) These are Jesus’ first words in the Gospel Ac-
cording to Mark and they are profoundly important. Building off Jesus’ baptism experience, our Lord 
and Savior proclaims that God’s kingdom has poured into our world. We are now surrounded by 
God’s presence. This changes everything. The time we have always hoped for—a time when the 
world will turn to become what it always was designed to be—is happening now. This is the good 
news. This is what Jesus’ message is all about. Despite what else we see in this world, God’s king-
dom presence is the truth; it is real, believe it. But in order to see what God is doing, we must repent. 

The word repent at its most basic is to turn around. But what Jesus is calling for, what the full-
ness of the word truly means, is to completely change your entire worldview, look at the place in 
which we live from a completely different perspective. Take off your old glasses and instead look at 
the world from God’s perspective. Put on your God-colored glasses and see the truth of this world. 
There is pain and sorrow and hurt, but there is also love and compassion and (most importantly) 
transformation. This world with God in it is being transformed; it is being resurrected. Death is com-
ing to an end and new life is being born in us. Jesus’ message calls those who hear it to enter a new 
way of living, a way that holds tight to God’s promises and God’s presence. The rest of the Gospel  
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Chancel Flowers 
 

Jan. 3 — poinsettias 

Jan. 10— poinsettias 

Jan. 17— 

Jan. 24— 

Jan. 27— 

Fellowship 
 

Jan. 3 — 

Jan. 10—Quanbeck 

Jan. 17— 

Jan. 24— 

Jan. 27— 

Please sign up to provide flowers and fellowship. 

 The Food Pantry would like us to      
emphasize a specific item each month. 
Remember, you may bring any item 
you wish, but spreading this among the 
contributing congregations keeps a 
steady supply of their most basic needs 
coming each month. For the month of      

January, soup and crackers are being requested. 
There is a basket in the narthex for all food pantry items. 

 

Thank you for being so generous.  

1/17 Mary Ann Loupee 
1/19 Ramona Cooper 
1/21 Lauryn Grabe 
1/22 Art Cooper 
1/23 Courtney Strike 
1/25 Garrett Cantu 
1/28 Ruth Sharp 
1/31 Lee Swenson 

1/3 Julie Trusler 
1/4 Tonya Smith 
1/7 Jorgen Rose 
1/8 Mark Monroe 
1/10 Marty Smith 
1/14 Macy Lampe 
1/16 Thomas Breckenridge 
 Richard Klopping 
 Ronald Klopping  



Wednesday Night Community Dinners:   

THANK YOU to the people that helped with our  Wednesday 

Night Community Dinners all through the year! We start again 
on January 27th. Ours is always the fourth Wednesday of the 
month and we help if there is a fifth. Please join us again to  
continue this very important community service. We feed 100 
people a month on average. Come help Jesus feed the hungry. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to God’s Global 
Barnyard! First Lutheran received $2141 and it was 
matched through Choices In Mission and a total of 
$4282 was sent to this ELCA World Hunger project. 
 
Thank you to all who helped ring bells for the Salvation 
Army’s red kettle campaign. This is their major fund-
raiser for the year to support all the work that the Salva-
tion Army does to help the community.  
 
Thank you to everyone who adopted a senior from 
Careage and ensured they received a gift at the 
Careage Christmas party. We have even received thank 
you notes from some of their families.  They really ap-
preciate support from the community when they can not 
be with their family members for holidays or special oc-
casions.  

Winter on Fire  —  Viewing Party hosted by OPEN 
January 19, 6:00pm at Emerson Hough, Room 125 

 

A documentary on the unrest in Ukraine during 2013-2014. Nominated for an Oscar in 
Best Documentary category. Contains graphic violence and is not suitable for children. 
Limited seating, reserve a space by emailing opennewtonia@gmail.com or through 
Facebook at open.newtoniowa. Discussion to follow the show.  

develops this idea. The rest of the Gospel helps us to see what this new realm looks like and how we 
can participate in it. 

Everything in the Gospel According to Mark is built upon these two foundational pieces. As we 
continue to explore this gospel, we will see more and more clearly what Jesus is talking about here. 
Come, let us follow where Jesus goes. Come, let us trust in the good news and live as resurrection 
people. Come. 

Peace, 

Pastor Zach 
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Prayer 

Corner 

We pray for all of our families, friends and church family. Our Lord 
Jesus has come to each of us to live in our hearts. As we look at the 
new year ahead of us, show us Lord, how to use the talents and 
blessings you have given us, to do your work in the world. Lead us 
to explore the options available to us, to learn more where we have 
interest, to join with others who share our interests and to start new 
projects so that others may come and join us.  We continue to pray 
for our congregation, our leaders, our community and our world.  

Chancel Note Cards 
 

Our Dinner for 8 group (Dirk and Marlys Amundsen, Bryan and Robyn Friedman, 
Duane and Marie Quanbeck and Craig and Betty Peterson) have initiated a fundrais-
ing project for the repair or replacement of the church organ. With partial initial funding 
from a Thrivent Action Team project, 100 sets of photo notecards of the Chancel have 
been produced and are now on sale. They will be available through the week from 
Kellie at the church office. You may also purchase them after service by contacting a 
member of our group. These cards feature the chancel decorated for Christmas, 
Easter, Thanksgiving and another featuring the tapestry. They are packaged, two of 
each card, in sets of 8 with envelopes.  These cards make nice gifts or greeting cards 
to send to friends and family. The sets sell for $10 each.   

Annual Congregational Meeting January 24 
 

All confirmed members are encouraged to attend to elect  
new members to the nominating committee and as synod representatives.  

WOW 
Worship on Wednesdays! 

 

 WOW starts up again on Wednesday, January 6th. Come join us for 
snacks, an adult education class and a children's education class beginning 
at 6:30.  

2016 Offering Envelopes 
 

Your 2016 offering envelopes will be available for pick up in the narthex 
later this month. Please take them home for use in 2016.  

Electronic Giving 
Do you find electronic bill paying makes it easier for you to budget? You can do the 
same with your offering. First Lutheran offers electronic giving through the Simply Giv-
ing Program with Vanco. If you would like to enroll at any time, please contact the 
church office by phone or email.  



Prayer Chain revitalized:  
 
Years ago First Lutheran had a prayer chain.  Congregation members could request 
prayers from the prayer chain, and the members of the prayer chain would call each 
other - in a chain like fashion- to pass on the prayer request, and add the petition to 
their daily prayer.  There has recently been renewed interest in this ministry. 
  

Due to changes in technology how members of the chain are notified of prayer re-
quests will change to email notification.  This can be sent out from one central person 
to all members simultaneously.   We will try this approach to see how it works and 
evaluate again after the prayer  chain has been used several times. 
  

Several months ago there was a sign up sheet to indicate an interest in being a mem-
ber of the prayer chain.  If you put your name on this list- we still have your name.  If 
you wish to become a member of the prayer chain and do not think you are on the list, 
please notify the church office.  This can happen at any time.  If you want to be a 
member of the prayer chain and do not have email, we will notify you by phone. 
  

Any congregation member or friend of the church who wishes prayers on their behalf 
should notify the church office.  Kellie will maintain the prayer chain list and notify 
members of the request.  
  

The Service Committee  

Pancake supper: 
 

Believe it or not, Shrove Tuesday is February 9.   Last year the traditional pancake 
supper did not happen due to lack of preparation.  In an effort to avoid this happening 
again, let's start thinking about contributing to this now.  I am willing to organize volun-
teers, but personally work on Tuesday evenings, so cannot be present.  The following 
tasks are needed: 
  

 grocery shoppers 
 cooks 
 kitchen help- before, during and after 
  

If you can assist with the pancake supper in anyway- a few minutes, or a few hours- 
please notify the church office of your willingness- and what you can help with. 
  

If there are enough volunteers the pancake supper will rise again, but I need to know 
who can help out before the end of January so the event can be organized success-
fully. 
  

Judy Monroe 



Thanks to those who gave Poinsettias for Christmas 
 

GIVEN IN HONOR OF: 
Cantu family—God’s everlasting love for us all. 
Bruce & Corinne Coyle—all who volunteer their time to First Lutheran Church. 
Pat Foote—the December 19 marriage of my son Eric to Maggie Martinez.  
Jim & Gloria Grant—our children & grandchildren. 
Lee & Kay Hesse—the birth of Jesus Christ. 
Brenda Hodnett 
Stan Kirchhoff—our First Lutheran Family.  
Fred Matthias—Dot Logan. 
Jan Olson—Bryan, Robyn, Isaac, Leo and Talia Friedman. 
Barb & Al Orsund—the Glory of God! 
Duane & Marie Quanbeck—Paula and Denny Lofstrom. 
Bob & Sarah Sandquist—our children, grandchildren and great grandbaby. 
 
GIVEN IN MEMORY OF: 
Dirk & Marlys Amundsen—our partents and brothers. 
Bruce & Corinne Coyle—Kenneth & Mildred Stover and Bob Coyle. 
Nick, Kristi, Colin & Allyson Cummins—our loved ones who have recently passed. 
Dennis & Arlene Dobesh—Dennis’ parents—Elmer & Florence Dobesh. 
Dennis & Arlene Dobesh—Arlene’s parents—Emil & Tena Neuharth. 
Matt Egenes Family—Lois and Paul Egenes. 
Bob & Judy Floss—our parents and Judy’s brother and sister.  
Pat Foote—Richard Foote from all of his family.  
Evelyn George—Dan and IvaLou George. 
Evelyn George—Alma Roth. 
Tom & Terri Hayden—our fathers. 
Hal Herbold—Howard & Alice Herbold by son Hal Herbold. 
Hal Herbold—Glenn & Tudy Herbold by nephew Hal Herbold. 
Jane & Gary Johnson—Jane’s brother Craig who passed in April. 
Lampe family—Grandpa Archie, Grandpa and Grandma Merron,  Grandma Lampe. 
Dot Logan—Aunt Betty. 
John & Marilyn Main—Dwight & Bessie Rawlina and Ernest & Cecyle Main. 
Martha Circle—all past members of Martha Circle. 
Dotty Mittelstadt—Robert Mittelstadt.  
Ken & Jane Odland—Robert, David & Philip Biederman. 
Ken & Jane Odland—Irvin Odland. 
Barb & Al Orsund—our parents.  
Jodi Morgan-Peters & Kip Peters—Jodi’s father, Steve and our grandparents. 
Craig & Betty Peterson—Harold & Marian Peterson, Dillon & Dorothy Finney. 
Dennis & Vicki Porter—our parents: Edward & Velma Pederson, George & Janet Porter. 
Reick family—loved ones lost. 
Ron, Sara & Andy Shockey—B.F. & Betty Carlson, Karen Carlson and Harriet Shockey. 
Colleen Spain—Bob Spain by his family. 
Candy Thompson—Margaret, Paul, and Debra Thompson. 
Kurt VanDam—Marilu VanDam. 
Kurt VanDam—Kreg VanDam. 


